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FAMED DESIGNER-CONTRACTORS W
BRUDER AND FU-TU CHENG TO KICK OFF
EDUCATION EVENTS WITH LIVELY DEBATE

sustainability and improvement of both the aestherics and performance of concrete
in building and renovarion.

Architects, interior designers, landscape architects, builders, property ma
and municipal authorities are invited to courses that offer design and rechnical
continuing education abour architectural and decorative concrete and its uses as a
durable atile and green material of choice.

The pre-conference keynote address March 16 by internationally acclaimed
Phoenix-based archirect Will Bruder, ALA, president of Will Bruder + Parmers Lud,
promises a lively debate on sustainability with his colleague, the award-winning de-
signier and author, Fu-Tung Cheng, principal of Cheng Design Inc. The pre-conter-
ence keynote, sponsored by Media Partners Concrete Homes magazine and Conerete

Minthly newspaper, will begin at 8:30

a.m. Tuesday, March 16

Bruder and Cheng will provide a discussion of design and sustainabiliry a ing scales,
from decorative details to lanse-scale, commercial and civic environmenis. Each will share
his work, past, present and future, Arendees will see through their eyes as artdsts their
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The combination of Bruder and Cheng's work comprise a rich palette of mixed
materials and creative thinking. The audience will experience a dynamic discussion
and visually rich presentarion on why design and sustainability of buile objects and

COVITONIMEnts Fl.."illl".' matter

WILL BRUDER

For 40 years, Bruder has explored conrextually exciting and perennially invenrive
architecti solutions that are sensitive to site opportunities and u
of Bruder's 450 commissions have celebrated the eraft of building in ways not typical
in contemporary architecture, striving to invent form specific to function and his
clients’ aspirations.

Through his creative use of materials and light, Bruder's ability to raise the ordi-
nary to the extraordinary is renowned. He 15 a consummarte craftsman with demon-
strated artention to derail and building processes.

Bruder holds a bachelor of fine arts degree in sculpture from the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Supplementing his studio art educarion were studies in

structural engineering, philosophy, art history and urban planning, followed by a full
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own award-winning studio (willbrnuder.com) in 1974,

FU-TUNG CHENG

Fu-Tung Cheng, the principal de
in Berkeley, Calif., is also a licensed general contractor. From
archirecrural design ro construction, Cheng's custom home
projects have earned him numerous awards and recognition,
including a 2009 Builder’s Choice Merit Award for his Hous
custom home project and a notable induction into the
tional Kitchen and Barh Hall of Fame.

Cheng is the author of three books including bestseller
“Concrere Countertops,” *Conerete at Home," and the DIY-
friendly “Concrete Countertops Made Simple.” He launched
CHENG Concrete Products, a complete line of crearive
concrete materials, and CHENG Concrete Training, which
offers the industry's most comprehensive concrete design
'r;ll]"llnu. T]'ll.," P‘rl.lg'l'.,“'l.'l |'|~|" rl‘:‘llt‘lf'l.l more ll'L'.lI'L :,q':l'.‘: rlrl."ll.'!‘"
sionals and DIYs to dare. He is also author of a monthly
feature in Concrete Homes called *Design Notes,” in which
he details how to do specific design projects,

For more than 25 years, Cheng Design (chengdesigm.com)
has been creating homes and high-end kitchens with an

understated, rimeless elegance. Much of Cheng's work incor-
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porates mixed materials: wood, conerete, steel and plaster. He
hias plaved the role of industrial designer as the creative force
behind the line of Cheng sinks by Elkay and a full line of
Cheng Design by Zephyr kitchen hoods. Cheng debuted his
Elements by Tonusa line of cabinets in early 2009, a complete
line of cabinerry and accessories with the keen eve roward

functionality, timelessness and sustainability of materials.

PAMEL DISCUSSIONS

Panel discussions on March 16 will cover timely topics
including: Decorative Pervious Conerere in Municipal and
Commercial Pr HECTS, ENI"E-.IIII'!_L' Form and Function: New
Dhirections for Commercial Floor Coatings and Trearments,
Concrete Polishing in LEED and Safery lmprovements, and

itive Opportunities for Decorative Conerete Design,
ons offered during the afternoon breakout sessions pro-
vide continuing education credits.

Continuing education topics include: Creating Theme-
Magic, Designing and Specifying Decorative Concr
Now Every Color Can Be Green (coartings and roppings
Advantages of Polyaspartic Seamless Floors, Applications
for Architectural Stain and Concerete Formliners, Goreeous,
Graphic and Green Concrete Artistry, A Systematic Ap

proach to Successful Concrete Countertops, and Moisture

Mirigation Testing and Methods Demystited




designnotes

ask the expert
Kitchen Islands - Simplicity Equals Elegance

— ) FUTUMNG CHENG | MATTHEW MILLMAMN I:v.:w".\- matthewmillman.cam

(J: WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY CONSIDERATICONS FOR INTEGRATING AN ISLAND

COUNTERTOP INTO THE KITCHEN DESIGN!

A. A kitchen island stands alone. It is a gathering spot. 1t commands ateention,
It is usually the functional and aesthetic center of a kitchen. An island countertop,
by necessity, is the “star” of the kitchen and demands an understanding of whan
constitutes good design in the context of the whole environment.

When approaching the design of an entire kitchen, for instance, it is essential to
first consider the big picture, the context of the circulation patterns, or the “flow™ of
the house, before locating specifics such as the stove, the sink or the refrigerator. De-
signing an island, and rtherefore an island countertop, is similar. Imagine the airflow
around a car being shaped. 1ts shape and design will be influenced by cach different

funcrional component — such as headlights, fenders, windshields, spoilers, etc. lts

stvle will be influenced by the style of the whole line of automobiles, but each part
must work practically as well as aesthetically.
| begin the design of an island with the functional “fow” of tasks in mind such as
Jnsigar atsed A I HNovwy o tas the circularion requirements of persons using the island ro both prepare and enjoy

e e safves O meals. | consider the maximum and minimum distances from the island to the adja-

cent countertop runs along the walls (ideally from a minimum of 42 inches to a max-

Lo e b s imum of 50 inches). This derermines the probahle perimeter shape and size of the
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island. 1 then progress o “hring” the specific requirements

of the client into the island, such as stove and ventilation,

prep sink, cutting boards, cabinets, ete. Every function chat is

considered, by necessity, affects the determination of the final

shape the islaind = and therefore, the countertop — can ke
Here's what to consider functionally:

o Will dining occur at the island! How many people can ir
accommodare comfortably!?

o Will they sic at table height {approximately 30 inchies)
with chairs? Or counrer-height (36 inches) or bar height
(42 inches)! Chairs require more leg room than stools.
The depth and height of the countertop(s) will, in tum,
affect the shape and presence of the island. Overhangs
will be required thar may need support accessories such as
buttresses or steel angle supports.

* Are there adjpcent rooms, such as family, dining or entertain-
ment that affect the ultimare shape and urility of the island!?

e s the island for food preparation, or merely a staging arca
tor food presentation? Will it have a stove (therefore a
ventilation hood, or down-draft unit if the stove is mod-

estly sized), or a separate preparation sink, or both!

And here's what to consider aesthetically:

® Are some primary curves possible to shape the island or
the countertap! Will they “ir-in" with the general aes-
thetic style of the kitchen as a whaole!

* How can the “lavering” of the countertops, depending
on their function of food prep or dining, be exploited o
emphasize the ultimate “sculpring” of the design?

* How can the accessories such as towel bars, soap dishes,
drain boards, cutting boards, and steel or concrete supports
be "value added" components that complement the con-
crete and create a caprivating balance of form and funcrion!?

* Can rhe number of “functions” be reduced o simplify the
utility of the island so thar shape, form and function are
balanced to produce an island that commands attention
as an aesthetic as well as a practical object! Too often the
island just becomes another slab of inch-and-a-half mate-
rial on top of rectangular cabinet boxes: Shape and form

with concrete! Think our of the box! Less is (often) more!

Remember thar, uliimarely = especially with concrete coun-
tertops — simplicity equares with elegance. A wall in an island
that becomes a cantilevered countertop without a lot of cabinet
baxes, but plenty of leg room and open space beneath it, can not
only be a practical gathering center, but a breath-taking sculp-

tural fiscus that anchors the heart of the home with its presence. @

Fu-Ting Cheng 5 an award-winning designer and the au
thor of "Concrete Conmntertops” "Conerete Countertops Made
Sunple” and “Comerete at Home."” He offers im-depth trammg

rreogmams Jor frofesss ey goross phe counbry,. For more mjormd

[ : ; g
tiont on his workshops and books, see ConcreteExchange .com
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