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CONCRETE COUNTERTOP FRENZY:
CHENG CONRETE EXCHANGE STIRS UP INTEREST AT WOC 2005

LAS VEGAS, NV, January 2005 — Cheng Concrete Exchange kicked off the year
at the World of Concrete 2005 (WOC) with overwhelming booth attendance and
genuine interest in concrete countertops. Dozens of professionals in the
concrete industry gathered at Concrete Exchange’s booth throughout the week
for a chance to see and touch the smooth, glass-like surfaces of Fu-Tung

Cheng'’s sculptural concrete countertops.

A neighboring exhibitor, C-Grid, observed first-hand the concrete countertop
frenzy, “We enjoyed being next to your booth and seeing the excitement being

generated with concrete countertops,” said John Carson from C-Grid (Techfab).

AND THE WINNERS ARE...

At the WOC, Concrete Exchange announced the winners of the industry’s first
ever concrete countertop design competition. The Members’ Circle of
Distinction Challenge received 80 entries with a total of 7 category winners. A
member-only reception for the Design Awards, held at Concrete Exchange's
booth, enjoyed a large turnout with Members from all over North America. A

special slideshow presentation showcased the winning countertop projects.
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“The amount of people that attended the Design Awards reception showed the
excitement for making concrete countertops and the quality of the Concrete
Exchange membership. It really showed a phenomenal interest in concrete
countertops,” said Luc Lafrance, a Concrete Exchange member. “Concrete

Exchange’s booth was buzzing with people.”

The design contest’s submissions were evaluated on exceptional design,
technical skill, and overall appeal of the countertop surface. The winners are as

follows:

Best of Show:

Karen Smith, Countercast Designs, Surrey, BC

Best Kitchen Countertop

Dale Blayone, Concrete Cuisine, Hamilton, Ontario

Best Bath Countertop:
Josh Feigin, Seattle, WA

Best Integral Sink:
Mike Moncrieff, Monart, Lynden, WA

Best Decorative Finishes:

Andrew Simon and Jaimie McGuire, Lokahi Stone, Honolulu, HI

Best Functional Feature:
Mike Moncrieff, Monart, Lynden, WA

Best 3-Dimensional Application:

Steven Pollock, Woodstone Design, Vancouver, Canada
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Honorable Mention:
Brian Brown, Soul Focus Stone, Mendocino, CA

Pat Bigelow, Hollow Rock Designs, Two Harbors, MN

INSTRUCTIONAL PRODUCTS

With over a thousand exhibitors in attendance at the WOC, Concrete Exchange
made a substantial impression this year for a number of reasons. Major
attractions to the booth included speaking events by Cheng, who spoke
candidly of his beginnings with concrete and shared his most recent projects
with slideshow vignettes. WOC also marked the launch of Cheng’s new
instructional DVD video, Concrete Countertops DIY, a step-by-step guide to

designing and building countertops.

Another big hit this year was Cheng’s sold-out seminar, Beyond Countertops:
More Concrete Opportunities Inside the Home. With standing room only in a
500-plus auditorium, the seminar was an exclusive peek into the topic of his
second book, Concrete at Home, due out in early March 2005. Cheng’s new
book steps outside of the kitchen and delivers ideas on the use of concrete
throughout the house, including walls, fireplaces, mantels, hearths, and exterior

and interior floors.

TSUNAMI RELIEF DONATIONS

The debut of Cheng’s Concrete Countertops DIY DVD video proved to be a hit at
WOC. The DVD raised $10,000 in donations, which were made to various
Tsunami Relief charities including Save the Children, Doctors Without Borders,
UNICEF and Care USA. Cheng Concrete Exchange appreciates all the

contributions received in support of its donation efforts.
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TRAINING, PRODUCTS, DESIGN IDEAS
For instructional products, Advanced Countertop Design Training, design ideas,
or to become a Concrete Exchange Member, visit: concreteexchange.com or

contact: Jeff Osteen, Tel: (510) 849-3272 ext. 217, jeff@chengdesign.com.
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