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Product Trends Countertops

By Jon Minnick

With so many options, counter surfaces are gaining
momentum for a fresh kitchen look

TIME WAS THAT REMODELING A KITCHEN

meant little more than new dish towels.

Samsung’s Storon line

matching potholders and mavhe a coat ol
paint lor the cabinets. The expense ol redoing
{‘il‘lilli‘ll'). I‘IIIIII'I.III{_' o 1‘1|1l[|l|'|‘l‘:|l.- Wils s€eeIl

as frivolous or .-i||1|nl\' bevond the means of
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the typical American family. OF course times

have changed and so has the average level of

disposable income in American households.
The shift toward larger kitchen remodels has
been slow. but steady, Tt hegan withe differ-

ent wall treatments and bubbling sheets of

Contact paper and has |Ir‘HLE|'l‘.~'-'1'l| 1o the wholesale maie-
vial upgrades and complete room remodels we see today.
Presently. cabinetry is the lirst thing replaced in the Kitchen
remodeling Trenzy, Countertops run a close second place 1o

cabinets and are closing the gap

{above left) Granite Transformations being installed (above) Grothouse Lumber counteriop

Consumer practices

\ recent assessment by the National Kirehen and Bath
Vssociation (NKBA) of Kitehien and hath materials in resi-
dential construetion. predicts that total Kitehen remodeling
spending will reach just over 545 billion Iy the end ol this
vear. In fact. the arca of kitchen remodeling has grown 32.3
percent in jobs, and spending has more than doubled sinee
the decade belore, As it stands, current kitehen remodel-
ing spending is approximately a 5285 billion increase
from 1987 and is expected 1o vise 1o just under 357 billion
in total kitchen funds by 2011 The figures may sound
impressive. but where is all of this Kitehen money going?

Countertops certainly hold a great deal of importance
in the design element of a kitehen, savs Jillian Stroh. a
desiegner with Designer's Showease Kitchens & Baths. Carol
Stream. L With inereased innovations to conntertop wech-
nologies and stvles. it should come as no surprise that they
hold so mueh bearing on homeowners” ideas. According 1o
a 2002 Design Trends Survey conducted for the NKBAL the
top three items accounted for in the budger of a complete
kitehen remodel were: cabinets 30 percent. countertops 14
jrereent anl il|||||i;|||n'n~~. 12 }II'I'I'I'IIT. Bi‘_\ll]lll that i the bud-
el items lh'nll[n'd 1o O pereent or less of the total allocared
fundds. But that soll was o few Vers ago and this s now,

“Counters ave vight up there with eabinets for an overall
new look.” savs Stroli “Many have found that new counters
alone have made their Kitehens look completely different and
more and more people are making countertops a firsi step.”

Susan Reinke of Susan Reinke Kitchens & Baths, Warren.
Pa. deals |11'irtlall'i|_\ with mid-cnd homeowners and leels
countertops hold an even |1i_‘.{|lt'l' |llr-i[iun. “ ANLertops are
huge vight now, They're about as equal as cabinetey from
what P seeing.” savs Reinke,

1t is estimated that while 00 percent ol new countertaps
are installed by remodelers. only one-thivd of these coun-
tertops are !Illl'l‘ll.‘lhl'll by them. The market has shifted 10

what is being called the “huv-it-voursell”™ market. Alnost
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Product Trends -

Residential Remodeling

50% . LLaminate 14%
16% .Ho[id Surface
2% .(fullurl-(l Marble

2% . Marble. Slate or
other Natural Stone

Granite
4% . Wood
(Butcher Bloek)

3% . Engineered
Stone

2% [l Other

7%

Source: National Kitchen & Bath
Association

hall of the countertops being
purchased today are coming
[rom big hox retailers. and manm
IHII]II‘I WIS e ||l'|'ti|l|J'JII: more
- R involved in their desions.

Ceramic Tile “Homeowners are educated
2002 figures o options and costs.” savs
Reinke. “They know wha
they're looking [or and where
10 2ot it o save on cost.”

Fhe face of conntertops has

changed vastly over the last

hundred yvears, Todav's kitehen

solid surfacing. ceramie tile. enl-
tured marble. engineered stone.
natural stones or conerete. Still
the No. 1 countertop material
installed in new homes or dur-

ing a remodel is laminare, This is

“Counters are right up there with cabinets for

an overall new look.” lJillian Siroh

-
- ) (55 e

Add Beauty and Outdoor Living Space with...

Suntuf Corrugated Polycarhonate

BUILDING PANELS

...for a Complete Information/Sample Kit

Palram offers a wide selection of state-of-the-art
corrugated panels that block 100% of the sun'’s
harmful UV rays, are virtually unbreakable,

and come in a range of designer colors.

Contact Palram Today

fe ' s"al

1-800-999-9459

Or, Visit Us on the Web at
www.PalramAmericas.com

PALRAM

AMERICAS
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Residentiol resurfacing frends in 2002 due primarily because of the cost
involved in many of the other
applications along with contin-
ued maintenance with some of them as well. But these other
materials aren’t without their appeal. and becanse of such
have been slowly cating into the market shave of laminates.

“When people arve building a new home. they settle with
lamiinates hecanse I|!1'_\ are |'|||-;1|1--|'. L 1]||-_\ are saving up
for the more expensive materials like granite.” savs Stroh.

Surbaee area is .'ILU 1'\[}1'['“'1! [KY) 1||;|_\ il |ri: lactor in remod-
els, [Homeowners like their counter spaee andd areid w i||i1|u
o part w ith any ol it and in some cases are adding islands
1o enlarge it In this respeet. surface area should remain
about the same or arow higoer as Kitchens are remodeled,

“Surface area is definitely inercasing.” savs Stroh. “And |
think they will become much lurger. Space is becoming jusi
as important as storage.”

\nother trend sweeping Kitehens is the range of color choie-
e, Hues are balaneing between medivnms and darks in coun-
tertops which is regularly offser with lighter colors in cabinets,

‘Countertop colors are hecoming very nentral.” says Amy
Brown with Dreammaker Bath & Kitchen by Worldwide.
Waco. Texas, “'m secing lots of blacks, I homeowners want
color in their countertops. they opt for a bold aceent color or

their island.”

The modern picture

Ihere is o SIPONE CONSCesis that what homeowners want

in their Kitchen remaodels is granite. While onee limited in
production. granite has n-\[mmim] its offerings and home-
owners are seiting over their phobia of preserving sranite
that onee turned them off o the material.

[ 1 seeinye a |HI ore ||;|I|||‘.‘r| sLonnes, ¢'-|H'|'i.'|||_\ !I'.'Illll!'“.”

savs Micqui MeGowen of Kitehen & Batli Coneeprs, Honston,

Texas. "\ ot of times homeowners lll'lll'l_ matted [imishes]

sees anvihing from sranite. woodd,

to reduce ‘~|I1'r‘rl, but seem leess l'illl.i'l'l'ln'll .'llrl:ltl |]|I'

upkeep than they are used 1o.”

For homeowners that want the look of granite.
but are stll hung up on the maintenance. Graniie
Transformations. a company based in Loma.
Calif.. has addressed this issue along with the
time it takes to [':'|||;|i‘1- countertops, Blr-'l-lilll'_{ “the
stunning look of lalian granite and glass mosaic
without the high cost and difficult installation.”
its produet is a mix of granites. quartz or glass
with a special resin that is heat. serateh and stain
resistant. The counters are designed o fit over
vour existing counters. in what basically amounts
to i "~|ifu‘n\='t'" for VOUE countertops. li r‘r‘||llil'i--
no demolition and can be done in one 1o two days
— saving time and the hassles of eleanup.

Becanse of the growing popularity of granite.

quartz is getting a leg up in the surfacing market

as well. Cambria touis. “unlike other natural stone

surfaces you never have to seal or polish.” This
is especially l!ll'.‘l'-illﬂ to consumers who still see

Sranite as o maintenance issue.

“People come inasking for granite, bue after some

education they are ending up with quarz.” says

800-233-8990

www.certainteed.com Quality i

Kingston vinyl railing is oi'ficiall'y listed with the
ICC-ES (International Code Council - Evaluation
Service) as designated in report number ESR-1555.

CertainleedH

Satisfaction guaranteed."

Brown. =If lhr'_\ are stll set on some aranite in their
Kitchen they will usually just put in on their island
and use quartz lor the rest of their connter areas.”

Quartz producers are also being innovative
in pushing forward its use in homes. With new
options like Cosentino’s Silestone line's soon-to-
be-released “leather™ linish quartz countertop or
their teaming up with Microban International 1o
create o countertop with buili-in antimicrobial
[ll'illi‘{'li:lll. CONSUMEers are getiing what 1||:'_\ never
thought possible in surfacing.

Laminates have alwavs had a hoge hold on the
sirfacing market. With the wide variety ol colors
and patterns along with the lower cost. most hom-
cowners have gravitated in this divection. But they
are quickly losing their slice of the pie. According
1o NKBA data. laminates held a 08 pereent share
in kitchen remodels in 1997, dropping 18 percent
to hall the market in 2002, Laminate companies
who have seen this trend are responding with
laminates that refleet a closer appearance and
stvle 1o some of the natural stones: like Wilsonart
Laminate’s new polished stone look Fusion and its

|H||l]l|l’f| stone effect Roea lil’ll'.“.

Framed

Opening
for

Door or

Window

Center section

800-JAM-SILL
www.jamsill.com
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Avonite Surfaces
Cirde 50

Cambria Cirde 51

Cosentino’s Silestone
Cirde 52

Countercrete, LLC
Cirde 53

Cheng Concrete
Exchange Cirde 54
Granite
Transformations
Circle 55

Grothouse Lumber

& Fine Carpentry
Circle 56

Quikrete Circle 57

Samsung's Staron
Gircle 58

Wilsonart Laminate
Cirde 65

THE ORIGINAL

SILL PAN FLASHING

The name trusted since 1983

Jamsill Guard™ is

a molded sill-pan
flashing, designed
to weatherproof the
rough openings of
doors and windows.

For more information circle 44

MAY 2005 ] 43




Product Trends

The Pros and Cons of
Countertops

Contrary to what many manufacturers would have us
believe, there is no perfect countertop material. Every
product has its ups and downs, and it is really up fo
the consumer fo decide how they will use their surface
and the look they are going for. Of, course it is also o
good idea to be up-to-date on the pros and cons of each
opfion.

GRANITE AND NATURAL STONES
Pros: Sinks can be undermounted and surface can
handle hot pans and can resist most stains if properly sealed.
Cons: Granite can be scratched and leaves watermarks
if not cleaned up immediately. Also, seams are very evi-
dent, especially if the surface has o dear pattern.

LAMINATES

Pros: Low cost, easy maintenance ond huge range of
colors and potterns, including some that imitate the look
of natural and engineered stone surfaces.

Cons: Hot pans and knives could damage
the surface, which isn't easily repairable, plus long-ferm
moisture problems can cause the laminate layers fo
separate.

SOLID SURFACING

Pros: This nonporous counter material is hard to
stain, can be made in nearly every size and shape
seamlessly. Maintenance fo repair scratches or burns
con generally be repaired.

Cons: Some solid surfacing can be pricey and has
the potential fo melt with hot pans placed on them. The
finish may also need fo be rebuffed s it dulls down over

Cons: Can have problems with expansion ond
contraction issues around water and if not properly put
together. It is also just as vulnerable os most materials in
regard o heat and scratches.

CONCRETE

Pros: Can be formed info just about any shape and
has a unique feel o it. It can also be polished for a high
shine or matted down for a dull finish.

Cons: Can be pricey, easily stained and requires high
maintenance. With fime, concrete may chip and crack,
and even with color and additive options has more of o
cold, industrial look to it.

CERAMIC TILE
Pros: Comes in a variety of colors and styles,
generally at a lower cost than most counter materials.

QUARTZ AND ENGINEERED STONES time.

Pros: Scrotch-resistant engineered stone is nonporous ~ WOOD
and is hard fo stain. Made of crushed natural stone and
resins, it doesn’t require sealing.

Cons: Expense is No. 1, some consumers feel it is too

come with o heat-resistant guarantee.

Pros: Natural look for the kitchen that can be easily
repaired. Can be custom designed with patterns and
designs with different woods for a look not available
uniformed in looks, will contain seams and doesn't always ~ with any other materials.

Look on the bright side
of direct mail

and they will call you.

( ')/e have the lists to target residential
homeowners and new homeowners.

Printing, design, messaging, mcﬁiing — we do it

all for you.
Servicing national manufacturers and franchises.

Visit us at:
The Kitchen / Bath Industry Show and Conference,
May 10 - 12, booth 1549,
The Southern Building Show and Conference,
June 9 - 11, booth 1032.

uantumMail.com

Powerful Bimot Wil and Frinting Mado Easy
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Cons: Grout areas can be hard to get completely
clean and can stain. If not properly installed, tile can
have a greatly uneven surface and dull or scratched
files can stand out amongst high gloss files.

Solid surlace makers have taken steps o eat into some of
the Taminate market. holding 10 percent at the end ol 2002,
Samsung’s Staron really |ri:|}.‘ into the maintenance fears ol
consumers by spelling ont the problems with granite. tile or
laminates in brochures and showing consumers why its mate-
rial is superior. Others like Avonite Surface’s Studio Collection
is trving to grab the homeowners that are really looking o
break away from conformity and want a unique look.

“There is still a stong call for solid surlacing.” savs Reinke,
“Now that solid surfacing and granite are pricing about the same
le'}' are going 1o have to do something 1o keep up i the Tuture.”

\nother material seen more in kitchens is wood, as it makes
it way back onto the cabinets in the form of conntertops and
butcher blocks. With residential remodels. wooden buteher
blocks make up about 4 percent of the consumer surfacing
choice. o material. it would seem. that isn't even considered
in a new build. The use of wood is going hevond butcher
blocks though. and companies like Grothouse Lumber & Fine
Carpentry in Pennsylvania are adding patterns and shapes
into their counters for a unigue expression.

“Even though 1 see a lot of eall for granite. | do sell mny

share of high-end wood tops.” says Karas. “As evervone starts

to use one certain material. | start to see more people going lor

something dilferent.”

Fven though conerete is almost limitless in desien ideas and
surfacing areas. perhaps it is slow going in gaining acceptance
and vse in homes hecause of the Wiy in which it must be
assembled in the home. It takes specialized training and time

to cralt conerete surfaces, both of which (TR small busi-

nesses don’t have. One company. Cheng Design. is out o
change this trend and inerease utilization of conerete in the
home.

Best illustrated in his hook Conerete Countertops. Iu-
Tung Cheng has built his business on a solid foundation
ol conerete. Not only has he mastered the art of conerete
design in the modern home (as shown on the cover). bt
he is sharing that knowledge with others in two specifie
wavs. First. his Cheng Conerete Exchange. a division of
Cheng Design. has opened its doors 1o individuals wanting
the opportunity to study the skills necessary o design and
build conerete surfaces in homes. Secondly. his company
has developed all the tools needed o implement these
skills with a line of products for builders and remodelers
to ereate with. But this is not to say that they are the only
ones interested in home conerete applications.

Several companies see the tend and innovation to use
concrete in this new form. Countererete. Menomonee Falls.
Wis.. is marketing its own conerete products and designs
with a focus on countertops and furniture. Fyven the con-
crete and cement companies like Quikrete are cashing in
on this inclination with its line of cement color. nonshrink
precision grout and acrylic cure and seal produets support-
ing these uses.

“Conerete is much bigger on the West Coast.” says
Karas. “The Last has taken much longer 1o get conerete
tops. but I think it will play a role in the future of counter-

top desian.”

The future of surfaces

“When engineered stone redefines itsell hetter, | can see it
plaving a bigger role in the future,” savs Karas. “As it stands
now. granite is about 95 percent of my business.”

\s time goes one it would seem that counters are making
a bigger impact on what defines the look of a kitchen and
could continue 1o chip away at cabinetry as the most expen-
sive item budgeted for in a Kitchen remodel. With options
increasing for countertops. its not hard 1o see why either.

“I continue 1o see laminates SrOW because I||l') are
becoming hardier and just so much better.” savs Reinke.
“Solid surlacing colors are so broad that I could see that
area going down.”

It would seem that conntertops, like now. will be an
ever-changing situation. With improvements 1o the tech-
nologies. educated consumers and higher amounis of
disposable income. remaodelers are set 1o be winners in the
world of kitchen countertops. And even though everyone
has their own take on the Tuture of surfaces. it is clear that
countertops are going to continue to e a eritical aspeet of
Kitchen remaodeling.

“It may not always he the focal point of the kitchen,
But is always going o be important.” savs MeGowen.
“Counters always add 1o the look and leel of a Kitchen

and conld make or break how it looks.” Il
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Add the “Finnishing” touch to your project.

We use the highest quality materials; 1"x 4" wall boards and
2"x 2" bench tops, in a choice of clear softwoods. Our authentic
Sauna heaters are from Finland. Choose from exclusive options

such as beautiful etched glass doors, sidelights, bench skirts,
backrests and one-of-a-kind accessories. Best of all are the health

benefits and stress relief that your customers will experience
with their own in-home Saunas. Your reward is the satisfaction
of supplying the best quality Sauna product out there.

Celebrating 40 Years — Since 1964

www.finlandiasaun
Toll free: 1-800-354-3342 Fa

Products listed are produced
of a corrosion resistant alloyed
aluminum with an elastomeric-
waterproofing and anfi-fracture
coating combined with an
aggregate bonding base.
Finished materials, ceramic tile,
marble, granile, efc. can be
applied immediately after product
installation utilizing standard
mastics or thin-set. Listed products
are supplied with wall fasteners
which may be used with/without
| preinstalled wood blocking.

Also try our Floating Shelf™,

a file ready shelf support, for use
with any Recessli™, units.

B BETTELENCH“

The Shower
Bench Solution
An easy fo install bench-
forming system that

replaces the complex
methods currently in use.

For more information or a distributor near you, call

e 1-800-382-9653
Y VYT YTV wwy INNOVIS CORPORATION
e www.innoviscorp.com
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