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Warm woods, a peppy color paiette and robust
fabrics combine in a saucy kitchen makeover.




“The essence of this kitchen makéover is:a mix

of éclectic elements brought together by the

58 country Sampkes

reeatition of color, line ‘and Ipat’télarn,”
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omeowner Elaine Jeleic didn't set out
to remodel her kitchen. She and her
husband, Mark, merely wanted to up-

date the well-worn 10-year-old fMooring. But, as

any do-it-yourselfer knows, projects have a way of

multiplying. “We decided to knock down a divider
wall between the kitchen and the family room and
gel rid of the peninsula separating the rooms,” says
Elaine. Company had always gravitated to these
spaces, so what better way to foster good times than
by uniting them—with the help of some beautiful
wood floors and a new design scheme tailor-made
for relaxing. (To see the family room face-lift, check
out the June 2005 issue of Decorating Ideas. ) To make
her vision a reality, Elaine enlisted the help of friend
Debbie Egizio, who is also a designer for Country
Sampler Decorating [deas magazine,

o

BEFORE

Natural Expanse

Once the cherry-finished floors were installed
throughout the spaces, Elaine and Debbie rolled up
their sleeves to ger cooking in the kitchen. Elaine
wanted to replace the existing cabinetry to match the
wood floors, but to do them all would cost too much.

Debbie's suggestion? Replace the upper cabinets and
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says Debbie.

just the door fronts on the lower cabinets, Antiqued
wood-finish upper cabinets were purchased 1o com-
plement the floor's aged feel. But “rather than making
it all dark wood from floor to ceiling,” says Debbie,
“wie mixed it up, painting the lower cabinets an an-
tiqued creamy white to lighten the room and give the
eve a break.” This lighter finish acts as a subtle link,
tying the room together by repeating on the ceiling
and baseboard trim, doors, and kitchen table and
chairs, (To recreate the look, follow the Antiqued Fin-
ish instructions on page 63.) The couple also added
architectural elements to create character. The bun
feet on some cabinet fronts make the pieces look cus-
tom-built, and chair rail used on the kitchen ceiling
creates a tray-ceiling effect common in period homes,
They also replaced the existing ranch-style baseboards

with detailed 41" trim—antiqued, of course

The New Marble

Because wood reigned supreme in the new kitch-
en, Elaine and Mark wanted a natural material for
the counter tops, oo, “We loved the look of ;_;:.ljtih'.I
says Elaine, "but it was too costly.” So, they decided
to install concrete countertops themselves and chose
a premixed reddish brown color to match their
scheme. " It's not terribly complicated,” says Elaine of
the process, “but it's time-consuming, and you need
some pretty strong people to move them.” If installed
professionally, concrete countertops can cost as much
as marble, but “vou save a ton if you do it yoursell,”
says Elaine. With the help of Debbie's husband, con
crete installer Rocco Egizio, Elaine and Mark created
several molds for the concrete, From a designer’s
perspective, concrete was a superb choice for the
redo because it offers many customization possibili
ties. “Just like their aged wood floor, the countertops
will mellow with time,” savs Debbie. Maintenance is
simple: A periodic coat of wax protects countertops

and enhances their handerafied surface.

ine mixed in glass-fronted
cabinets to illuminate the
dark cabinet expanse and
showcase her colorful pottery
and dishware. Crown mold-
ing highlights the staggered
cabinet installation, adding an
elegant, old-worid touch.

(Opposite page, above) A tray-
celling effect was achieved
using chair rail moldings from
Fypon. Glaze was applied to
the trim’s crevices with a liner
brush to match it to the other
painted finishes.




Made-1o/i

Sun-Baked Hues

Warm woods, natural materials
and aged finishes warranted a simi
larly inviting color palette, Taking her
cues from the feel the couple wanted
the living spaces to have—fun, arty,
and colorful but grounded—Debbie
found a line of handmade ceramic
tiles in sunny-day hues that inspired
the room's zesty colors. Warm vel-
lows mix throughout the backsplash
in matte and shiny finishes. A strip of
red tile and geometric-patterned accent
tiles break up the yellow expanse and
add a dash of contemporary stvle to
the rustic-looking tiles. (To learn how
Elaine installed her backsplash, see the
instructions on page 64.)

Color in the form of floral and sub-
tle geometric-patterned fabrics also
keeps things lively in this hardwork-
ing space. Over the kitchen window,
a scaled-down version of the window
treatment in the family room creates
cohesion between the living and eating
spaces. Because of their unusual size,
the glass-paned doors in the eating area
called for custom treatments. Elaine
selected hobbled Roman shades in the
same large-floral-print fabric that was
used for the window sheers. A cheery
fabric with tiny red and pink flowers
on the chair fronts accents the deep red
fabric with tan polka dots on the chair
backs. Designer details such as red pip-
ing around seat cushions as well as an
antiqued finish make these affordable
chairs look fit for royalty,

Almost a vear later, with the
renovation complete, Elaine and Mark
are elated with the new space, "It was
more work than we bargained for,”
says Elaine of the process, “but I'm so
happy with the result. The colors, the
wood—everything is so warm and
inviting. We've really made this house
mnto our home,”
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Elaine chose stain-
less-steal for the
faucet, light fixtures
and cabinet knobs |
to create a visual !
balance that blends
contemporary utili-
tarian elements with
old-world styls,

Bright IDEA

Elaine’s lower kitchen cabinets were oak, which has a distinct grain, and
her new upper cabinets are a smooth maple, To make the existing low-
ers match the newly made uppers, artist Debbie Egizio put her designen
mind to work and came up with a solution that looks great and is easy
to accomplish, To fill heavy grain, use a putty knife to apply a thin coat of
woed filler on top of the grain. After the filler dries. sand the area lightiy.
"You can see from the side, in the light, if you've covered everything.
says Debble. Then, prime and paint wood as desired.
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Shopping List

1 Wood filler [ Paintbrush
150-grit sandpaper [J Paint rollar

[ KILE primer [J Sponge brush
Benjamin Moore semigioss paint in [0 Cloth rags
Morning Light [ Liner brush

[ AquaGlaze [] Plastic container

[ Banjamin Moore flat latex paint in [JAguaGuard Satin sealer
Chocolate Candy Brown

Made-toOrder

Manufacturers at a Glance

Anne at Home: Cabinet hardware

Cheng Concrete Exchange: Countertops

Decorative Product Source: Delta faucet

Dunis Studios: Backsplash tile

Home Decorators Collection: Chandelier
and dining chairs

Jill Rosenwald: Ceramic vases and bowls

Fypon: Base and ceiling trim

,ﬂmtiqued Finish er pieces, it is easier o use
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Bridgeview Custom Cabinets (to tha wood filler. Let dry. Sand pieces and ean porticn of the rag or a new rag;  and wipe away excess with clean rag
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'“]: Mix ore part Choeolate Candy Brown crevices, tightly wrap a clean sechion ol er of glaze around the permeter with a rag
i four parts glaze. Experiment witl a rag around your finger and wipe siowly I aeas end up Ipoking too dark, load a rag
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S DIY CONCRETE: FROM BASICS TO BEYOND
Elaine found the islan The homeowners relied heavily on the book Concrafe Counteriops
at a secondhand store, when remodeling their kitchen. With the halp of Rocco Egizio and |
but the top was advice from author and designer Fu-Tung Cheng, the couple went step-
aged and the harc by-step through the process of making a concrete countertop, from

unatiractive. The top building the mold, mixing and pouring the concrete to curing, grinding,

was removed and a
mold was made fora

and polishing, and finally, installing the countertop. Thay also fourd
helpful the book's extensively detailed chapters on troubleshooling,
1 maintenance and the unlimited potential for creative customizatian. H
gave concrete 5 your material of choice, this book will becoma a conslant

W lease on 'y < companion in your-quest for a truly custom countertop. To learn mora ©

r_" h?"“ as- o about concrete, visit the Cheng Concrate Exchanga al www,concrata

i I.uIn;m"rl:":;'r'ml_:h exchange.com. :
than the old Concrefe Countertops by Fu-Tung CHEﬂg with Eric Olsen (2002: The 3 To give built-in cabinets the same charm
Taunton Press, 202 pages; $29.85). For more information, contact Thas : . ' ' as their freestanding brethren, Debbie cut

2 nuch more affi- / Taunton Press at 800-477-8727 or visit www.iaunton com. - bun feet in hall with a handsaw and glued
ciently,” s i \ . . them to the cabinet fronts.

L
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Shopping List

L] Dunis Studios ceramic tila in
Umbria, Vanilla Malt, New Va-
nilla Mait, Old Varnish, Summear
Squash, Chestnut, Lunar Dust,
Aged Mineral Frost, Texturad
Deep Wicker and Textured Chan-
terelie and decorative hiles, wave-
wall and 1" x B" liners in Sangria

[ Straightedge level

[1Tile spacers

[ Tec Doutde Duty ceramic tile
adhesive

I Wet saw

CIV-notch trowel

[ Tri-Poly fortified unsanded grout
in Caramel (1631) and sanded
grout in Caramel (1531)

[ Container for mixing grout

I Float

[ Sponges

[ Grout sealer

[ Rubber gloves

Backsplash Tile

]. Plan tile layout. if using focal-paoint tiles,
start with these when designing layout, as
evarything else works around them, Lisa
leyout that invohves the fewest number of
tilex cuts and allows for rows 1o ba relatively
the sama width

2 [0 determine decorative-tile placement,
certer tie in desined aea, keved it, and outline
it with pencil, Find tile's centar point, and
usiIng a stralghtedge level and a pencil,
mark wall with a vertical line (see photo
A To determine horizontal tile placament
use countertop as a guide. To ensure lila
placement remans accurate, draw a han
Fonia guicsine haltway up wall parallel with
countedop

3 if using a decorative-tile strip, mark a
horzontal line on wall at the desired height
For longer walls that don't have decorative
tiles, mark a few vertical lines 1o create a
grid to follow for tike placement

4 Determine file-placemeant sequenca.
{Debbie used 10 different-colored tiles and
wanted the cofor 10 be distributed evenly.)
Arrange tiles in a row untl you have a
pleasing composition. Lay lirst row of tiles
following predetermined arrangement. As
you lay the second row of tiles, stard the
next color sequence by stagoenng the tiles
a few apart so that the same colors are not
on 1op of each.other.

5 Apply tile adhesive evenly to a small
wall section above the counter using a
v-notch frowel. Ensure that gudelines are
iz (see photo Bl Hold trowel at a slight
angie. Apply mastic horzontaly, troweling off
excess, and go over the area again so that
Iroveel Bnes follow the same direction.
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1 Caulk

6 Align the first row of tiles with
countertop edge, leavng a s gap
Ly mesering a spacer Datwian coun

ter and tiles. These tiles have un

even edges, so spacers will not stay
in place. Leave aboul & Ya''-thick
space batwean tiles. ( h"f, k with a
level 10 ensune propear algnmeant.

7 You will need to use a wet saw
1o cul tie 1o fit next to cabinets,
around elecinceal boxes, etc. If ties
end beneath or alongsida a cabinet, out
hiles 1o it direclly against cabinat, leaving
no gap for caulk. Continue apphang tile ad-
Mesive and hles o mmarng sections. Lise
Bull ndse or firished tles for exposad end
rows. Clean up excess tile adhesve with a
wil sponge, and et tiles set overright

8 Because grout lines vary in thickness,
you'll need a custom grout to work for
small and large gaps. Mix one part sanded
grout to one part unsanded grout in a
container. Apphy grout to tiles using a float,
Gently skm over the ties, keeping the fioat
at a-45-degree angle (see photo C).

9 Wipe away excess grout with a well

wiung-out sponge (o avond breaking down
grout. Let grout cune following manufactur-
er's instructions. Seal the grout following
manuiaciurer’s instructions.

10 Run a taps strip along countarop
where the tiles mest the edge. Apoby caulic
along the edge, and smooth it with yaur
finger. When the caulk has sef up, remove
the fape

FOR RESOURCES, SEE PAGE 74,

Photography Maurice Victora Projects
and Styling Debbie Eguo, Anita Jelcic
Taxt Amy Rosensten
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DAZZLING
DO-IT-YOURSELF
DESIGN

f you are intimidated by paint,

let us help! Here at Decorate

with Paint, we make painting
fun, easy and affordable. We'll
bring vou the hottest technigues.
the newest products and the bes
tricks of the trade o help make your
next painting project a success.

We’ll show you how to do it all!
* Colorwashing

® Texiured (reatmenis

& Srenciling

¢ Faux finishing and more!

Whether you're a beginning painier
or an expert, you'll find innovative
finishes for furniture, floors, ceilings
and more! Step-by-step photos
and free patterns make every
project easier to complete. 4-6
weeks for delivery.

Get every idea-packed Issue of
Decorate with Paint delivered right
o your door at a fraction of the
cover price! Subscribe Today!
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