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NATURAL STONE and granite contnie to be popular

fram some hgh-

above nght
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hen it comes to ereating the

kitchen,
tops play o
Walk into amy

the first thing you'll see is the countertop,

porfeet counber-
starving role

kitehen aind

Prepare and serve (ood and it's the surface
vou'll use the most,

Ask most home chefs the ingredients of
an ideal countertop and they'll tell vou that
as fune-

appearanee is just as important

tion. *Consumers are looking for the por-
fect product In countertops, which means
durahility, stain resistance and something
aaid Va-
Jorie Graves, salos monager at Olive Mill in
Anaheim Hills.

While granmite is still o }m;nil::rvl:uit':- [or

that is particalarly eve-catching,”

kitchen counters thanks to its durability

and rich composition, many homeowners
are moving away from this natural stone
and looking for something different that
offers o wider range of color

*The market has been overwhelmed by
granite in the last 10 years, and we're find
ing that many people are looking instemd
for something exclusive that has a lot of
coloy,”

North American operations and importing

spid Jean Pauwels, president of

for Pyrolave. The company produces
enameled lovastone countertops that con
e found through the Clovis Collection in
Santa Monica.

Color ranges found in some of the newer
introductions o the countériop scene
such as lavastone, conerete and guartz ore
often vibrant and eve-catching, You'll find
minss green, plum, mango, bright blue, yvel-
low and fircengine red, as well as vour
more traditional grav, lack and beige

“Thanks o the introduction of new
countertop materials, like quartz surfaces
engineered but look lke natural

attain the

that are

stone, you can ideal counter
top,” said Graves.

Many of these countertop products are
alzg offered in custom colors,

“Az Kitehons become a foeal point in the
home, they're being used to make a state
ment about who we are as people,” said
Bob Parndiso, vice president of sales and
marketing [or Cassarstone, i
gquartz-based  countertop  produet, The
many new materials and designs allow

people to create “one-of-a-kind™ Kitchens,
he said.

i'l.'l':-'Hlll.'IE-IZIr'I_L': countertops and creating
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OME ADVANTAGE of this quartz countériog is that it has the look of natural stone, with 3 more consistent color and

pattern, and comes 1 4 wade varety of colors

distinctive kitchen workspaces is o prow-
ing trend, agrees Jared Pompilio, account
representative for Geocerete, which manu
factures concrete countertops that ean be
found at Eure Kitchens & Bath in Laguna
Beach.

Popular in design circles, conerote
comes in a wide range of colors and can be
maolded into any shape. Inlaying ohjects
and lettering in conerete countertops has
became a popular form of personal expres-
sion, said Pompilio. “We've added coins,
glass pieces, mosaics and fossils. Just re-
cently we installed o erystal that a couple
got from their son years ago. It"s embed-
ded in the countertop right next to the
sink and serves as a constant reminder of
him.”

Self-expression is also big with back-
splashes. Rather than serve as a bland ex-
tension of the countertop, backsplazhes
are being uzed nsan artistic foeal point for
the kitehen

“The trend is to go for o full backsplash,
rather than the traditional 4-inch splash,”
said Paradizo. Tile designs in corvespond

ing colors and patterns are common on
backsplushes, as is ereating a seene with
painted Lile.

Combining materials is catehing on in
the Kitchen as o whole.

*If vou have 40 square foot of counte
top, you might not want all concrete or
granite,” said Pompilio. "Using different
materials makes the kitchen more visuall
appealing. We're seeing a lot of mixing. Foo
instance, an island made of conerete with
a wood cutting area, a tile backsplash and
honed granite for the rest.”

Edge treatmenis ore also changing
“We're moving away from the tradition
round-over edges and using more extroy:
gant borders,” said Poaradizo. “You o
have options such as the triple penc
which consists of three thin lines, oge
which iz concave and a waterfall edg:
Mixing and matching is also big.”

What's on the horizon for kitchen cou
tertops?

“In the near future we'll be seeing mor
unusual materials and designs,” said Para
diso, “This year we're introducing a lin
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stenes like turquoise and fint.”

COUNTERTOP OPTIONS

With s0 many countertop materials to

choose [rom, the choice can be over-
whelming. Consider the following popular
countertop options, Prices listed are per
square loot, installed, exceptl where noted.

Concrete: Made of cement, sand, aggre-
gate and water, conerete isn't just for the
getrngre (loor anymore. L can be poured Lo
fit any moald and east on site. Cement
eomes in o variety of hues, including cus-
o colors,

Disadvantages: Conerete is somewhat
porous and must be sealed properly to re-
aist staining. Chver time it will grow a pati-
. Marks will be left il you eut on it

Price: S150-5175 (not installed).

Glass: No longer just for dishware, glass
has moved onto countertops, IL comes in o
variety of colors and textures and 8
pon-porous and therefore stain-proof. It
gan also handle hot pots,

Disadvantages: Gliss will break or chip
il o heavy object is dropped on it, requiring
replocement. 1L also seratehes, so cutlting
bosrds must be used. Fingerprints show
ancl edpes must be rounded for safety pur
|:||---_“-i_

Price: 360-5150.

Hardwood: The most commonly
wood surface for countertops is butcher

usind

blisck, which is made of stacked and glued
hard maple pieces. It provides n conven
lent built-in cutting surface that won't dull
knife blades,

Disadvantages: Wood requires sealants
and regular application of mineral oil. It
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will show knife marks, although they can
be removed with sanding and re-oiling.
Prone to water domage, it shouldn't be
placed near sinks.

Price: 330-260,

Lavastone: Quickly gaining popularity as
# countertop surface with an especially
unigque look and wide color selection, this
glazed voleanic rock moterial, which is
similar to glass in appearance and texture,
is non-porous nnd won't stain. It is also
seratch-resistant.

Disadvantages: The finish is generally
glossy. Few semi-glossy colors are avail-
able at this time,

Price: 3250-3400.

Natural stone: Valued for its beauty and
durability, natural stone s o popular
cholee, especially granite, which resists
seratehing and chipping. You can cut, roll
dough, and place hot pots directly on gran-
ite. Marble is another favorite for rolling
dough and making pastries, but it lacks
granite's durability. Other less freguently
used natural stome surfaces include lime-
stone, state and sonpstone.

Disadvantages: Because they are nat
ural stone, these countertop materials can
be inconsistent in their coloring and pal
terns. Color selection overall is also lim
iteel. Subject to staining, 1L must be sealed
on o regular basis. Products containing
abrazives and acidie foods like lemons and
vinegar will harm them. Special cleansers
are regquired.

Price: 370-35100,

Quartz: This countertop material is cre-
ated by mixing guartz (about 93 percent)
with polyresin (generally 7 percent). A
While

popular brand is C

aesnrstone,

O MATTER what you ¢
counteriop
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Interior Design Services Available
At Seacliff Village

714-374-0915
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THERE ARE
chosces  in

many Ny

colors  and

shapes for o intertops

sland features differ-
ent surface heights, to ac-
commodate vanying

neads

quartz has the look of natural stone, it has
a more consistent color and pattern, and
comes in a wide variety of colors. Virtually
maintenanee-ree, it is stain-resistant and
nonparous, requiring no sealing, You can
cut on this durable surface.
Disadvantages: Although quartz can
withstand some heat, it is best not to place
very hot pans on it.
Price: 260 to S20,
Solid surface: Made
sheets consisting of mineral compounds

from synthetic
and polyester or acrylic resins, these coun-
tertops are smooth and uniform in color
and pattern. Color options are abundant
and a variety of linishes are available, Cor-
ian is a popular brand.

Disadvantages: May crack after a hot
item is placed on it. It will stain and
serateh, but the stains can often be rubbed
out and the seratehes sanded,

Price: 340 to 560,

Stainless steel: Populor in  kitchens
where a professional restawrant look is
sought, alloy steel has some chromium,
which makes it rust-resistant. It can han-
dle hot pots, won't stain and is easy to
clean, Feels smooth and cool to the touch.

Disadvantages: Steel
seratehes and fingerprints and it can dent

will  show

and be noisy il the base isn't strong.

Price: S85-3100.

Tile: Mixing and matching tile shapes
and designs can create 2 unique, person-
alized look in the kitchen. There is a wide
variety of stunning hand-painted tiles
available for backsplashes. Popular tile
materials include ceramic, porcelain, not-
ural stone and glass. Tile can withstand
hot pots and resists moisture,

Disadvantages: Grout may stain and

must be sepled well to avoid bacteria

build-up. Tile surfoces generally aren't
smooth enough lor culling or rolling
dough.

Price: Up to 5100, depending on the de-

sigm.

* Uaesarstone, Www.caesarstoneus.com

* Clovis Collection, (310) 319-6104

* Euro Kitchens & Bath, (949) 494-3341
* Geoerete  (Cheng  Design), www.cheng
design.com

= Olive Mill, (714) 528-3789, www.ofivemill.com

* Pyrolave, www.pyrolave.com
Julie Bawden-Davis is a freelance writer

based in Orange. She can be reached af
Julie@iuliebawdendavis.com.
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