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SMALLWONDER

It takes an attentive hand
o raise a tiny tree,

HO-HUM HOME?
Grab a glue gun

and bond

with crafty pals.
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STEEL AWAY

Sturdy metal
takes on shape
of classic roofs.
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Paving material gets
posh treatment

for the home

interior
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BY LISA KAHN
FOR THE STAR LEDGER

ike & graceful swan transformed
from the drabbest of ducklings,
concrete s the surprising
new darling of high-end
interior design

This everyday materlal, a barely
noticed bore on sidewalks and highwoy
dividers, has architects and residential
designers  swooning over its beauty,
strength, durability and a unbque gift for
maorphing into whatever one’s imagination
will allow.

It can be done in an artist's padetie
of colors, take on & limitless armay of
shapes, and range in texture from rough
to mimor-shiny, 1t's been around since
the ancient Romans, but it's now in the
mix for floors, countertops and other
interior applications.

Whether etched, stamped, sand-
blasted, acid-stained, painted, inlaid
or stenciled. concrete offers a range of
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CONCRETE DECISIONS

optons unmatched by other materialks,
says Jim Peterson, president of
ConcrebeNetwork.com, a comprehensive
Web zite for Industry professionals
and consumers.

“Conerete enhances the integrity of
an architect's design, is easy to maintaln,
and it's n great alternative to earpet for
people with allergies.” Peterson siys.

Industry experts also tout concrete as
an ldeal Aooring material for use with
“green” energy systems such as radiamt
heat and passive solar desigms because of
it= higrh thermal mass, or ability to absorh
and store heat.

But homeowniers hoping to cement a
banrain beware: Despite concrete’s utilitar-
fn bmage, & decorative floor or countertop
can be as pricey as the finest hardwood, tHe
or granite. This may be one reason why the
concpete craze, in full bloom on the West
Coast and the South, is still in bud in the
Garden State, sccording to Amadeo CHIL

| See CONCRETE, Page T8|

Concrete makes

an impressive floor,
stained with an
abstract pattern, left,
or done in deep red
with controfled lines
by Frank Lioyd Wright
for his Bachman-
Wilson House

in Millstone.
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tels and stores, predicts
P the residential market I'M!i

: ncle over the next year us local
omtractors mdapt technigues and
“push each other™ to bring prices
dowmn.

But for now, he svs he “hreaks
the hearts™ of 70 percent of his
potentinl customers. “They call
me because they think that

enncrele countertops will be
more affomdable than granite,

which runs between 590-5100
per square foof.” In truth, the price

— 15 roughly -.-r-n:|'u1r:1b]|1 with concrele

prices as high as 31256 per square foof
depending on the complexity of edge

deindls. sink cutouts or !I:I:I":"_‘iFI:JnﬂE'.‘-
Bl for those with pockets deep

mmough for 8 cusiom instadlat
comen hat o certaln ol |

“Concrete 18 made with loving hands
Fu-Tung Cheng, [t has personality and whispers
co-author of ' confldence.” reads the seductive copy
“Concrele Countertops,” on one [abricators Web site. “Granite
refines an inlaid [z okay for houses. But concrete s
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detall ina
concrele Apparenily, mary Americans invobved
counteriop In niw house constraction o rermodetng

agred. Polarson that within the
past yedr, ConcreteNetwork launched
in 1900, has seen o sibstantind increase
in ke frdTh
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b mx of contrucion
customers senrching
Innermations
People am sma
want, mnd they wi

In fwct, today
seem B0 be drivi
for decomtive inte

hameowners
{ 1he demand
concrete. Many
il used on Home &
or read aboutl @ in
mugazines 2ich 6 Fine Homebollding
More commiencial spaces iiso have begun
using the materd iptng Lo capiure the
attention of the residential markel, suys
Avis Bishop, a founder of Gel Real
Burfaces, n Poughkeepsie, NY. company
that m manufsctures concrete
countertops, sinks, fooring, tubs
fireplace surrounds and mone

In response (o this clamorng for
concrete, contractors are enlering o
brave new world of destm techniipies
and ionovalions Lhil seem Eo r:hanlgc
on a weekly basis

Bob  Harms, president of the
Decorative Concrete  Institule near
Atlanta, Ga., eoncheets hamnds-on tralnbng
somingrs  for professionals  around
the globe and has just published o
108-page  gulde Lo stained  concrete
interior Boors (available through wanw
bobharrispudes com)

Garden T

Hurris, n third-generation comerete
finisher whoke grandfather helped bulld
the Hoover Dam, says his own inlerest in
the decorative potential of comcrets wWas
sparked b the 1980's when he worked on
“themed concrete” designs al Disney
peoperties in Orlando. There he used
casis Lo Inshion evenything from tres
brunches (o alligator piw prints
Creating the “wow" factor

One of conereie’s blgpest asset
adaplakdlity, w
mrtisan o appr

privtary colors and materinls, Hormis 8
Moat of these begin with basio design
methods that include stenciling. which
employs lemplates mode of paper of
vingl to “block” sectlons of new
comn ereating ol

enls, “Hiampling
wte thot reseminie
and even wood, o
nulifying poal dec

mnd driveways. ~51
chirm) that penetmle
or existing conerete surfao Lo create rich
eolord &nd varisEated tomed, Acid ¢
ing, sandblasting nnd painting add to the
seomimigly. inftndte varety of decorutive
conerete techniques emmp
Logging onto ConereteNe
iorat way Lo peek ot hamdeeds
stunming cust {
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Designers lave

the versalility

of concrifa.

As flooring. top,

It can ba stained,
stamped or elched
with a variety

ol patierna.
Counloriops, above,
can be knlaid

with decorative
objects or finished
with a high glosa
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The Wright connection

Although in some woys decorative
concrete is very of-the-moment, Frank
Liowd Wright first used colored concrete
flooring in a home he designed back in
1936, In fact, the dramatic richness of this
deep red, leather-like floor became a
trademark of Wright’s desigm philosophy,
according to Lawrence Taranting, founder
of Taranting Architect in Millstone.
Tarantino and his wife and partner,
Sharon, lve and work in the 1954
Bachman-Wilson House, designed by
Wright and featuring this elazsic
“Colorundum” floor.

Tarantino says Wright also was
responsible for reviving the ancient
Roman method of radiant heating. in
which warrned air was circulated beneath
the floors. In Wright's version, a sub-siab
fitted with conduits camres hol water
beneath the floor an ideal system for
pairing with concrete fiporing

A DIY project?

For those with more flash than cash,
the idea of mixing and pouring one’s owm
conerete countertops might sound like &
great alternative

The potentially challenging process
of working with concrete can be made
easier by consulting books, Web sites and

videos, says Fu-Tung Cheng a Berkeley,
Calif -based designer and co-author of
the book “Concrele Countertops”
(Tanuton Press, H02),

The book includes planning and
design advice, as well as instractions for
constructing molds, mbdng ingredients,
finishing and installation.

“There are lots of exciting things
happening in concrete,” says Cheng
who is working on another book that
expands the residential uses of concrete
to foors, fireplaces, walls, room dividers
and eolumns

“Where concrete has the big
advantage is what you can do to iL"
Cheng says. “What you can inlay into
it, what it can complement.” Its ability
to take the shape of a mold alows it to
create practical sculptures within the
Interior landscape, he says.

Cheng encourages do-it-yourselfers
to prepare and get the right tools before
tackling a project.

“It s very easy to do, but you just
have to take the time and carefully follow
the instructions about mold making.
That's the key,” he says

His desigm company also has branched
out Lo offer contractor tralning as well as
products to streamline the process for the
daring DIY set. Additional information and
products are available throwgh his Web site
{wrarw.chengdesign. com)

Do-it-vourselfers are cautioned that
comer countertops, sink cutouts and
other applications require precise
measurements, and in such cases hiring
an experienced contractor may produce
the best results.

Caring for concrete

A professionally installed concrete
foor or countertop can provide years
of beauty and value with relatively
low maintenance, says the Concrele
Network, which recommends daily dust
mopping. sweeping or damp mopping
with & mild detergent to control grit,
which can scratch the polished concrete
surface if left untendad.

And if there's one thing that most
industry experts will puarantee, it's that
concrete can and probably will erack.
Az with any natural material, "concrete
has its owm mind.” says Amadeo Cilli
The “problem” of cracking can gencraly
be minimized when installed by a
professional, he says

Cheng says large cracks often result
from improper mixing and curing, but
cin be filled with color-matched epeoy.
Both Cheng and Cilli agree, however, that
a few small cracks can add to the innate
beauty of the finished product
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Cheng pushes concrete info tight places In a countertop mold as Jud Smith, a member of his
crew, shovels more in. The molding process allows for the installation of drains and work
surfaces, top left.



