doctor spec

gray matters

the latest decorative concretes are more than a chip off the old block.
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Fabricabors swch as Cheny Dasign
anrd Soupean ean add drainbeoands,
glass insarks, or broken bottles (o cra-
abe & one-ol-a-lund look.
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ncators indtially apply an

Another top
fabricator is

by nigel f. maynard

nce upon @ time,
concrete was like
your unkempt child-

hood neighbor who had
braces, a buzz cut. and thick
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cast ot the fabricator's work-
shop. Because a good finish
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Rhodes Studio is knewn for
producing meticulous

Cheng Design in

kitchen and 1nte-
rior designer Fu
Tung Cheng.
has developed a
concreie product
called Geocrete,
The material has a honed-
looking surface that, unlike

FDA-approved penetrating

Berkeley, Calif.  wax, but periodic resealing
The firm, led by is required o maintain gen-
renowned eral stain resistance. How-

ever, even when properly
sealed, the surface remains
susceptible to highly acidic
ligquids such as red wine,
lemon juice, and vinegar.
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constriction for eons, until
recent years the product's
drab pray mien was comsid-
ered oo cold for all but the
most esofenc decorative pur-
poses, Bur as with industrial-

employing concrete floors
baoth inside and mmediately
outside the house w rein-
force a connection between
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his partner Stuart Hills spec
it for countenops. sinks,
drain boardz, islands, bars,
and miany other applications.

over hy the material’s inten-
sity. the way it absorbs col-
ors and reflects light. *It is
very luminescent.” he savs.

Andrews, marketing man-
ager for San Francisco-
based Buddy Rhodes Stu-
din, a leading practitioner
of the concrete eraft. Noi
only can on-site fabricators

ing on new colors 10 keep
the palette fresh.

Mark Rogero, who was
tranined as an architect,
founded Conereteworks
Studio in 1991 and is the

higher education
Concrete has come a long
way since it was first
speced in cutling-edge
houses about a decade ago
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A waterproaf progduct,
conerate |s equally al
homa in this bath by

grent deal more
art has devel-
oped within the

Mechael Fuller Architects crafi.

Concrete floors—ool ored
and stamned, scored and
inlaid—were the tirst decora-
tive use w caich on. Pacific
Coast architects led the way,

bath. Colored with a wide
variely of pigments, concrete
offiers a1 vast palette and an
inspiringly blank slate.
Thit's why architect Michacl
Baiushke uzes it in so many
ol his projects. A principal at
Apparatus Architecture in
San Francisco, Baushke and
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material to him. “The clizni
hae an affinity for new mate-
rials and was very much
imterested in it," savs Toma,
a principal of Burks Toma
Architects in Berkeley, Calif.
“We investigated its benefils
and found great things.”
Toama has since been bowled
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explains, “We also put in
broken bottles. 1 like things
that 1 can grind down™

casting call

Starting at ahout $100 per

sguare fool, concrete can

either e cast in place or pre-
cemitinted on poge 70

counter
intelligence

As with any artisan, finding
and selecting a concrete (ab-
ricalor is tough, bul there
are somie solid track records
within the voung medium.
The aforementioned Buddy

aboul 75 percent of ils
work, says president Jemry
Santora, The company s
line includes precast coun-
terops in 16 namwreal, unpig-
mented base tones and 11
pigmented colors, but
nUmMEerous custom eolor
combinations are available.
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face. But Tor archilects
such as Dick Clark, these
imperfections Fwtor in the
appeal and charm of con-
crete, “The cracks are part
of the beauty of the prod-
uct,” he savs,

Becuuse it's somewhat
porous, the material is vul-
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versatility, and durability
make it a solul spec, “Is
color and texiure are differ-
enl from stone and ile,”
says Mare Toma. * With a
linle planning, it will seam-
lessly adapl to s surronnd-
ing and will mateh any
client.” ra



